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Contributed Notes. 79 

manner a prohibition of devil-worship (cf. Lev. xvn. 7). It would seem that in 
this, as in so many other instances, Mosaism has purified and adopted the con- 
ceptions and practices of immemorial religion. C. J. Ball. 



Three Contract Tablets of AsburitilHani.— Among many other important tab- 
lets which were excavated during the stay of the Expedition of the Babylonian 
Exploration Fund at Niffer, in 1889, were three contract tablets belonging to the 
reign of Asuritililani. For the sake of convenience, 1 will call these tablets 
1, 2 and 3. No. 1 was found on the 14th of February, and it was on the 28th of 
the same month that Prof. Hilprecht read the date as Nippuru arhu Sabatu 
umu 20. m. ilu Asur-etil-ilu (sic) sar matu As-[sur-Ki]. It is, per- 
haps, the half of a large reddish-gray tablet, the obverse side being badly muti- 
lated, the reverse, on the other hand, being very well preserved. The name of 
the king is not so clear, as one would judge from Prof. Hilprecht's remarks in 
ZA., IV., 2. He himself queries his own reading. If the name is to be read 
Asuritilili, this brings nothing new, since it is so written on his brick 
published in I R., p. 8. This tablet has passed into the hands of the Turkish 
government and hence we may never expect to see it again. 

Of much greater importance are Nos. 2 and 3, both of which were excavated 
on .March 4th, and were identified by me on the following day, after they had 
been cleaned, as belonging to Asuritililani, cf. the Academy, April 30, 1889, 
and ZA., IV., 2. Both of these tablets were handed over to the government, but 
were later on presented to me by my friend Bedri-Bey, the Turkish Commissioner 
to the Expedition. They are now in my possession. After publishing them, it is 
my purpose to present them to the University of Pennsylvania. 

No. 2 is a small blackish-grey contract, or rather loan tablet, 4.3x3.1x1.2 
cms. in size. It is almost perfectly preserved. A small piece was broken off, 
however, while it was being handled by the officers in the custom house at Iskan- 
derun. The following is a brief summary of the contents of this tablet, viz.: 
Adar-ahe-ereb has loaned eight shekels of silver to a man — about whose 
name there is some doubt. From the first day of Arahsamna it is to bear interest 
at the rate of one-half shekel. A list of four witnesses follows, and then, what is 
of most importance to us, the date, viz.: Nippuru arah Arahsamna umu 1 
sattu 4 Asuritililani sar matu A-sur-Ki. In my note to the Academy, 
I read the date of the year as 6. I was, perhaps, a little too enthusiastic at the 
time about my find and hence was inclined to make the date as large as possible. 
It can be read 6, but it is better to regard the two lower wedges as prolongations 
of upper wedges and to make the number 4. 

No. 3 is a greyish-brown loan tablet, 5.1x3.8x1.2 cms. in size. It is badly 
broken and the names of the parties concerned in the contract are not legible. 
The date reads: Nippuru arah Addaru— day lost— sattu 2 Asuritili- 
lani sar matu Assur. This tablet also was somewhat damaged by the rough 
handling of the Turkish custom officers. 

The value of these tablets is from a chronological and historical stand-point. 
They make it necessary for Assyriologists to change their views in regard to the 
date of the separation of the Babylonian from the Assyrian empire, cf. Academy 
and ZA. as cited above. I hope to publish the text of Nos. 2 and 3 in the next 
number of Hebraica. Robert Francis Harper, Yale University. 



